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OFFICIAL
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, 5th Sept., 1843.
In the Madisonian of the i£)lh December last, officialinformation, received from the Spanish Legation

in the United States, respecting the heirs of Mrs. JosephaSchenault, who died at St. Jago de Cuba, in

1834, was published for the benefit of those whom it

might concern.

Recent information has been received from the
same source, by which it appears thaQhe property
in question is to go to the blood relatwBfcf thFde-- ccdlw^vho are believed to reside in Pennsylvania.
Upon application by the parlies interested, either personally,or by agent, at the Department of State, the
information on file in that office will be furnished.

MR. CLAY.
Mr. Clay has been a candidate for the Presidencyfrom the moment of his return froin Europe,at the close of the last war, up to the presentlime, now a period of six-and-twenty

years. Twice or thrice he has gone to the

polls, and once with the whole support of the

party to which he brlonged. That he will continueto be a candidate, till success or death extinguishessuch a condition, no one acquainted
with his character and his indomitable ambition
can doubt. Let us do Mr. Clay justice; let us

commend his virtues, and applaud his talents;
let us praise him for all in him that is praise
worthy ; and this the more cheerfully, as we do
not intend to exit nuate his political faults, and
the fatal, fatal consequences of his political conductin 1841. Without much literature, or any
great extent of general knowledge, he has a

strong understanding, now a good deal cultivatedby habits of business. A good person, a

fint voice, an attractive and commanding manner,fit him eminently for public debate; and he
loves, to a lamentable excess, what he excels in.
Ilis irritable temper brooks no contradiction,
and by h.r fonder of invective and retort, than
of the influences of soli persuasion, neiilur
fiiend nor foe, who opposes him in debate, can

expect quarter. Indeed on these occasions he
treats his friends worse than his foes; for while
he looks upon the laltrr as enemies, in a lawful
war, he regards the former as rebellious subjects
who deserve no mercy. To precise logic, or

cool reasoning, he l.as little pretence; hut for
the illustration and enforcement of general principles,his resources are respectable, and the skill
with which he uses them evinces both adroitness
and practice. He has other important qualities
of a distil guished leader in popular assemblies
He is bold, fearless, ready, ardent, and when
di-corufited and overthrown, as he often is, even
in a good cause, by his imprudence and excess,

he can retire, beating suelr a note of retreat nevertheless,asstill -eerns to have an airof triumph
in it. Excessively fond of admiration, as a

phbl c orator, and consequently studying effect
more than a wise man should, he cunuet, and
never could, forego a joke, or a sarcasm, which
should bring applause from the gallery, though,
at the same time, it should plant a dagger, or

create n rit Inut; immcilirabilc, in another's
heart. The natural result ol this temper has been
fully shown. W hi!c no man, in his speeches,
gains more gi neral applause, no man inflicts so

much private pain, or creates so deep-seated a

dislike in tlie bosom of his adversaries.
The l.istory of Mr. Clay's opinions, since

180G, and of his steady efforts.steady in their

objects, though far from steady in their means.
must hereafter form topics of discussion. The

position in which he has now chosen to place
himself, and the hostilities which he has comm.nri'd render tbi- absolutely neres-a.lv. for the

jurposes of lawful defence. At present, we

confine ourselves to ihc occurrences in '39, ' JO.
Mr. Clay was a candidate for ihe nomination

of President, at the Ilarrisburg Convention, in
December, 1839. His sanguine and ardent
ti mpcraimnt would not suffer him to indulge in
the least apprehension of defeat. No friend
nor all his friends together, c< uld persuade him
that Gen. Harrison or Gen. Scoit would be more

likely than himself to succted against Mr. Van
Huron. He would not (relieve it.did not he
lievc it.does not believe it no.v. At this nro.

mcnt, he is perfectly convinced, that if lie had
been nominated, he would have been elected .

and the defeat of his nomination he imputes to

treachery and fraud. There are those who preferredanother candidate, and whom, for that
reason alone, l.c chooses to consider and denounceas tminieaond traitors, whom he has
since pursued, and will j ursue, till they go to

their graves, or he goes to Ins, with implacable
reseniment. He lias an iron memory for injuries; and he is like otlmr men who hale without
ciuse. A sort of consciousness that they themselvesare wrong, and that they have no cause

to hate, only leads them to hntc the more. A

conscience, accusing itself of unjust resent-

mcnt , often scrk- to quiet its ow n pangs, by
increased exaspci at ion.
i As to Mr. Clay's apparently graceful withdrawalfiom the controversy, lor the sake of harmony,and the letter produced and read on the
nr-r.KUun iherc was notllinir 111 all till- but silOW.
NTr. Clay's friends never gave up their persistence,tlieir pertinacity, their adherence (to u>e

the strongest Parliamentary phrase) to Mr.
Clay's nomination, till he was beaten, thoroughlybeaten, irrecoverably biaten, 111 the Conven.
tion. And then, an attempt v as made, adroit
enough, hut such as deceived nobody, to turn

hii defeat into a withdrawal.
Rut from that disappointment Mr. ('lay's

wounded spirit has never recovered. He soon

afterwards, indeed, endeavored to make the best

$
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of it; to support General Harrison's election
and to place himself in the line of successioi
m xt 10 tne ucncrat, who nau uectartu nis in

tention of serving one term only.
CLAY A JfD WEBSTER.

" The Boston Couriei, (which may be considerer
Mr. Webster's stand-by in Boston,) in publishing Mr
Clay's Chambersburg letter, seizes on a point to re

taliute the war made by Mr. Clay on Mr. Tyler, ant

llings back the charges of perfidy and treachery..
This strongly indicates where Mr. Webster is to go
in the next campaign.".Globe.
The Globe lakes offence at such an indica

lion, and in the same paper lakes up the cudgelforMr. Clay, end assails Mr. Webster worst

than any of the avowed Clay papers are doing
We notice this fact to show thai, instead o

fighting against the common enemy, the Gloht
oiiiits no good opportunity to fight for him
We think the principles of Democracy havt
more to apprehend from Mr. Clay in 1841 that
Mr. Webster. And we think the Globe migh
manage to assail Mr. Webster without aiding
Mr. Clay.
Dy the last arrival from England we find the

following items:
Lord Brougham made a furious onslaught upon

President Tyicr and Ins son in the House of Lords a

few evenings hack, when the affairs of tho sistei
country were incidentally discussed. " A person
named Tyler, said to be a son of the President, has
taken part in the repeal agitation ! exclaimed the nobleLord, who proceeded to say that " no one was

answerable for the fooleries.the excessive fooleries
.of his family!" Lord Brougham, while thus severeon the son, styled the sire the " accidental Presidentof the United States," but he could not believe,unless he saw the document with his own eye-»,
that that functionary had written the letter attributed
to liirn in favor of repeal.
Any British attempt to restrict the liberty of

speech in America, will certainly be regarded
as an insult by tbe American People. We
have reason to anticipate a fatal collision with
England at no distant day, if such sentiments
are generally entertained by British subjects,
as are expressed above, and in the paragraph
below, (the assertions in the latter all being
wickedly and maliciously false.)

At an adjourned meeting of the Glasgow AntiSlaverySociety, Mr. II. C. Wright, an American,
made a statement, stranger even in its manner than
its matter.

" The President of the United States is a thief and
a robber; and 1 request that this may be recorded, if
a reporter is present at the meeting. (Cheers and
laughter.) 1 state to you a fact, and I hardly ever
find an American that has brass enough to state it
Perhaps you w ill think I have no patriotism ; but I
have; 1 am full of it It is not America, nor England,nor France, nor Europe that is my country, but
the world. (Cheers.) 1 have no wish to acknowledgeany country but the world, and no countrymen
but the human family alone. Now, standing on tins
platform, I say thai John Tyler, the President of
Amer.ca.and 1 have the evidence before me.sold
his own ton at auction. (Sensation.) The people
of the United States, knowing the fact, elected him
to be their President. (Shame ) Why, it is no disgraceat all for a man in that country to sell his own
offspring; and why should it be, if it be no disgrace
to sell any body else? (Cheering.) It n ay be more
In rrible, but the principle is the same. No one will
deny in that country that John Tyler lias children
in slavery, and that he has pocketed money for them.
(Sensation.) The children of Jefferson, the writer
of the boasted document of American Independence,
are in slavery, and this no one w ill deny in our country."
Hartford Patriot and Eaglk..We perceiveby the lasi number of ibis paper, that Mr.

Holbrook, its editor, lias withdrawn from the
editorial chair, and taken a farewell ol Ins
friends and patrons. The Patriot, under its late
management, lias been a very able and faithful
champion of the Administration cause. Mr.
H.'s valedictory is wri ten in a spirit of candor,
and in a manner which does great credit to his
head and heart.

NEW WORKS AT FRANCE TAYLOR'S.
Russell's History of Polynesia.with a

map. No. 15S of Harpers' Family Library.
This is the must accurate and in cresting accountof the principal Islands in the Soutli Sea,
including New Zealand.
The American Poultry Book, by Micajah

It. Cook.being a practical treatise on the managementof domestic poultry.certain y a very
useful work for the farmer.

Works or Hannah More, No. 3, price
25 cents. This excellent publication (to be
completed in eight numbers) is destined to commandan ext< nsive -ale. The reading public in
this country will appreciate it as highly as it is
valued in Europe.
The PnRsinr.nt'bDaughters.Part II. Nina.

Translated by Mary Howitt from the Swedish
ol Fredcrika Bremer. One of the best novels

republished by the Harpers.
Pictorial History or the United States,

by John Frost, A. M., No. G, lias been received.
Price 25 cents.

DINNERS.
The Republicans of Virginia have recently

complimented Messrs. Gilmer and Hunter with
public dinners, which ''went o(T" with patriotic
enthusiasm.

OA SI IA L t'(>K It KSl't )N I >Ki\( M l.

\v c received the following letter last night
Brown's Hotel, Sept. 5, 1S43.

Mr. I jmtor :.You have said u great deal about
the (Hobo's evil designs and the, "Congressional
pi mling." Will you define your own views and purposesin r« lalion to the Presidency and the printing

Z. Y- X.
ANKWEH.

It is not our liabii to answer I lie inlerrogatories
of anonymous correspondents, or to pay any

attention to their comments on our course. In
this instance, however, and prohahlv contiary
to the expectation of "Z. V. X we will departfr ni the rule adopted in such cases, and

frankly rive him the information he seems n

desire.
W e presume it is hardly necrssn y to say

who i-. our first choice for the Presidency. Be
lotiginc; to the Ktpuhliean anti Bank party, o

couisr we first look to the head of the party.
the one who demolished the Bank bills.as tlx
host qualified to defeat the Bank candidal!
in 1844.

Should our first choice not le s« leclcd as tin
candidate, we an- not committed to any othc

man, and have resolved to remain so until Ih

nomination is made. W e ate commute!

una, ilit' n-sumpliim ol State debt-, ID shot
be whole string of anti-Republican measure

idvocaled by Mr. Clay.
VVe are in favor of the union, harmony, tri

umph and permanent ascendency of the ltepuh
ican party ; and we shall not forbear to assa

he common enemy between this and the as

' -.embling of Congress, with a view to concilial
my ol Mr. Cla;'s friends who will have a voic
in the election of printer. We are not n candi
date for the printing ; but if we were we shouli

. never seek any favors at the bands of the part;
; tliat bereft us of the Executive printing in 1Si^

VVe shall never a»k an enemy to repair a wron;
f done us; much less seek a beneiit by an aban

donmrnt ol' principle, and by means of a cessa

lion of hostilities at a time when the party mos

, needs the services of all its members, and whici
, might ultimately be the cause of its overthrow
t A poor man will serve the party to which h
, belongs with greater energy and fidelity than

rich one. A rich one may endeavor to mak'
the party serve him. The one is dependent on

the other independent of, the party.
All we ask for the next ten years in the way

of patronage, is a respectable support. The ex

citing interest which the political battles wil
afford us will he an ample compensation foi
our labors.
Having commenced our political studies un

der rather inau-picious circumstances, (every
body's wall running against our head) our great
est desire now is to attain some little proficiencyin the profession. And if Mr. Clay should
he elected, it is our intention to oppose the Fede.ral measures of his administration, and fight on

the Republican side in 1848 and '52.

Correspondence of the Madison ian.

White Sulphur SeniNus,
(Near Winchester,) September 2, 1843.

The 1*resident in Ihe I 'alley of I irginia.
llis reception.Anecdote.Company at ilJordan's".President'sskill in bottling..Mist
Alice Tyler.Halls, <f-c.
The President of the United States, accompaniedby several members of his family, arrivedat this agreeable watering place on Tuesday

last in the cars from Washington. He appears
to be in good health ai d spirils, but I am sorry
to learn that the health of one of his daughters
is extremely delicate. A large number of his
friends, from both Winchester and the eouniry
around, have called upon him to pay their respects;and, as far as I have been able to set

and learn, all who were not previously acquaintedwith him, have been very agreeably disappointed.Fiom the rank vituperation and abuse
both political and personal, which Whir presses
and Whig partisans have so unceasingly heap
ed upon him, many persons expected to beholt
something outre.in tiutb, almost a monster

but ihe plain and unassuming appearance, a tic

jiciutv auu ^utiai iiiaiJiiriB ui juun 1 »Lbi(, iuui

tlis| elltd their delusion ; and I venture to predictthat, ere lie leaves our mi uutainc, lie will
have won " tioops of friends."
A little incidtnl took place here 011 Wednesday,which, as it afl'ordeJ some amusement for

a lime, 1 will relate. Mr. S., a fat and jolly
Democrat from tiic couniry, alter becoming ac

quninted with the President, met with some ol
his neighbor-, who also desired an introduction,
and so he accordingly conducted thrm to the
presence of his Excellency, and very formally
'introduced them to.Captain Tyli:r. The
company around b gan to smile and titter, and
Mr. S. (upon some one reminding him of his
mist ke) was beginning to feel uneasy, when
the President, with much nairette and humor,
came to his relief, explained how he came by
the soubriquet, and soon put his worthy friend
pen IVc11y at eas .

The number now at these healthful and delightfulwaters is quite la'ge. Among the visitersare Chief Justice Taney and family, Roger
Jones, Adjutant General of the Army; the
Hon. Edward Kavenaugh, Acting Governor ol
Maine; and Judges Nicholas of Virginia and
Randal of Florida. There are also many visiter^from Louisiana, Flotida, Mississippi, and
North Carolina.
The ludiis and,gentlemen amuse themselves

evt ry morning with a ganieol bowls, in which
the President usually takes a part. He appiais
to have a keen relish for the sport, and is an ex

cedent bowler. Miss Tyler also plays well
and their side generally comes off victorious,
In the evening-, the spacious ball-room is thrown

open and lit up, and the standing order.
" On with the dance,
Let joy he unconfincd1'.

is pr claimed ; and, of course, the mandate if

eagerly obeyed. The President and family gen

erallv attend the saloon on tin-so occasions, ani
the graceful form of Miss At.ice Tyler, as sin
moves through the dance, i- the admiration o

many an eye.
I To-monow (Eut.day) the President goes i<

Winchester to attend divine worship, bavins
accepted the polite invi atiou of VV.m. L.Clark
Esq., President of the Railroad Company, whe
very kindly offered to despatch an extra locomo
tive and car for the purpose n| taking him then
and bringing him hack.

Mr. Tyler wi;l leave lore in a few days foi
lilt' III1P <111(1 in»-1»i tiii.c iii.iinnni in * muiiri .1

\\ . VVahe, iii t'laikc ('("uniyt where lie will re

main for aomc lune.
A VIRGINIAN.

i,

Tini;n ('oK(4itK»*iiiVAi. DISTRIC r,

Vermont, August xJ'J, 1813.
Mr. I'oitor Our annual election for the clioiri

of State officers, member* of the Senate, and Itrpre
scntatives to the State Legislature, and lour mcin

hers of Congress, cotncs oil this day week. Then
is hut little feeling, and less excitement than wi

j. have had on any similar occasion for many years..
I lie leaders of the Democratic and V\ hip partn s an

making no extra efforts, and the. probability is tha
a small vote will he polled. The Democratic eandi
date for Governor is Daniel Kellogg, of Itorking
ham, n lawyer by profession, doing an extensive bust

11 ness, of commanding legal attainments, and of grea
mi-.I w iiitn, loiipimn n wiipihi, wood au no

C nor to the ofiii c, i>- nil, whether friend or foe, wil

| readily admit.

I)f Jtla
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| gainst the Bank, the distribution uf the lan

jfrigmtia
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j " Hontsl Jack Mattocks," as the Coons call him,
is the Whig candidate for Governor; he lives in

s Peachaoi, and was a member of the last Congress,
arid, despairing of a re-election, used some discre
tion in declining to he again a candidate for that office.He was put in nomination by the W'higs, on

I* » u: V .it,* ...
account ui 111.1 uuoiuion principles, in hopes therebyl' to secure the votes of these deluded fanatics. Whetherhe w ill be elected Governor, is a matter of

'' much doubt. My opinion, however, is that he will
P not be elected by the people. Hut, as father Ritchie

says, "Now twons." Charles K. Williams, of
d Rutland, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, is the
y Liberty party or abolition candidate for Governor.

lie is also j Whig. It is not^expected by any one

, that he can be elected, lie is set up to draw off
some few votes from the Democratic candidate, who
makes no profession of abolitionism. Williams is
as good a Whig as Mattocks ; and Mattocks as good
an Abolitionist as Williams. So you will see that

1 the Whigs have what is termed, in common parlance,
two strings to their bow. 1 have no sympathy for

f> these abolitionists, for they arc a set of corrupt, dis"honest, and unprincipled men, who are not satisfied
with any thing that they do not themselves possess..

, If they had the power to hold slaves given them, in
this State, they would he the first to possess themIselves of slaves, and the last to give them up. We
hope and trust that the intelligent freemen of Ver|mont will frown down the base coalition of the
Whigs and abolitionists ; for we can regard the rela-
tive position of these two parties in no other light;
to array one portion of our fellow-citizens against
the other, for the base and selfish purpose of retainjing political power. We do not.the honest and intelligentfreemen of Vermont do not wish to interferewith the domestic institutions of our brethren at
the South. We think them capable of managing
their own private concerns, and shall continue to
think so until they call on us for advice and assistance.Gen. T. B. Ransom, ot Norwich, C. B. Har;rington, of Middletown, flon. John Smith, of St.
Albans, a. d Paul Dillingham, jr. Esq. of Watcrbury,
are the Democratic candidates for members of Congress.They arc all good men and true, and deserve
to be elected. Paul Dillingham, jr. has formerly
been the Democratic candidate for Governor, and is
a man that is universally beloved and respected by
the people of Vermont in general. He will be
elected by a triumphant majority, wc do not doubt.
Of the other three, wc have not much hopes of their
election.
Solomon Foot;, of Rutland, George P. Marsh, of

Burlington, Jacob Collamer, of Woodstock, and Geo.
B. Chandler, of Danville, arc the Whig candidates
for Congress. Tie prospect now is that Messrs.
Foote, Marsh, an< Collamer will be elected. Mr.
Foote has been Speaker of the House of Rcprcsenta1lives, and is a man of respectable talents, but a rabid
Whig. Mr. Marsi is a lawyer in Burlington, and is
in company wit'u Wyllys Lyman, the Democratic
candidate for Lieutenant Governor. He has never

been up before the people for any ollice, and therej
fore he is but litth known. Jacob Col amer has for'merly been one of the Judges of the Supreme Court,
and has taken an ictive part in the political world.
He is rather conservative in his politics ; the least
tainted with abolitionism, and as unobjcct.onablc as

j any man that couid have been nominated by the

Whigs. Of Georgo B. Chandler wc know nothing,
and the public will not know any more (for lie stands
no possible chance of an election) for a long time to
primp nnlpss lhpv hernme. armi noted with him in

the walks of private life. After the election is over,
I will, if desired, forward the result. The farmers
with us aie very busy harvesting their crops, which
are very good, and the weather for securing them was

never better.
Truly yours

REVIEW
Of Ifiatoiredesprogres </u Droit ties Gens en Europe drpuis

la Paix de Westphalia jusqu'au Cemgres dr Pit line.
.'Jvrc un precis histoiii/w du Droit drs Gens European

avant la 1'aix de IVestphalie, par Henry
Wheatow, Minister des Eluts Unis d\'lineru]ue, pres
la Cour dc llerlin. Leipzig, Jirockhaus, 1811.

[Translatedfrom the Etipziger lilaetter faer I.iterarischc
Uliterhaltungfor the Madisonian.]

Since the publication of Marten's well known
treatise on the law of nations, the public attention
has been almost ex< lusively drawn, especially in Germany,to those questions of internal public law which

regard the constitutional liberties of states, so that
the study of that branrh of public law which is sup
posed to regulate their international relations has
been somewhat neglected. This neglect may also be

attributed, in some degree, to the disgust inspired by
daily witnessing the most flagrant violations of that

law, which, in theory, is equally binding on all,
but which the more powerful states have so often

disregarded and trampled under foot whenever their
own interest eame in competition with the rights of
the weaker.
The elaborate and voluminous writings of Grotius,

Puflcudorf, Wolf, and Vatlel,with their swarm of com.

| men ta tors, assuming to teach nations and rulers their

respective rights and duties, and universally admitted
m the schools, ai d even in the polemic discussions of

statesmen, as conclu-ivc authority in all international
controversies, wcr>' not sufficient to prevent that

i creat political enormity, the partition of Poland,
which the public jurists have since treated as an aeI

complished-wrong Cor which the international code

affords no practical remedy. Whilst the professors
j. of natural jurisprudence were occupied in vain inquiriesand disputations repenting the obligation, ot

binding force of the so-ra led law of nations, the
' practice of states was but loo often conformed to the

> maxim stated by Thueydides to be that which gov-
crned Ins countrymen." that to a king or common-

} wealth, whatever wa« useful, was just".ami to the
- deli stable, principles which guided the political conJduct of the petty tyrants ol Italy during the middle

age, and which Machiavcl has elaborated into a thcorry in his celebrated F'rinripr. The sciences of inter

national justice thus came to he considered by the

public in gencial as a solemn mockery, and it very
name of international law as bitter irony, since its

obligation was acknowledged, in practice, by no powerstrong enough to disregard its injunctions. Hut a

new era is, we trust, now before us, m which, if the

principle of popular sovereignty is not admitted in
- fact or in right, at least the moral pci sonality of each
- particular nation is universally acknowledged, and

that affords sufficient ground for public opinion to

» consider tlie principles o( international justice as

- -erious object of inquiry, and not to suffer itself Hny
6 longer to be imposed upon by mere word- I'rom
t tins point of new ought to follow, as a necessary
. consequence, the revision of that system which ha.hitherto been considered as forming the law between
- nations; and tins revision tot/f t'nflrw, so soon as the
t study of that science shall 110 longei be considered as

1. a mere elegant rclaxat 011 of the hi ,her classes of so

I cicty, from which the diplomats ol the old world air

alinest exclusively selected ; so toon ; » it sball come

m.
17/
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lobe considered, as is already tbe case with consli
tulional law, an indispensable branch of knowledge
for every citizen concerned in public affairs, instead
of being confined to a particular social class. Tbe
popular clement will thus infuse itself into the law of
nations, and give it that healthy and manly tone
which it lias hitherto lacked, when contined within
lliu narrow circle of a pretentious and pedantic di-
plomacy. This revolution was already begun when
the venerable Franklin.re supeibc veillard, as Hassanculls hini.appeared on the European scene as
the worthy representative of a new world emancipa-;
ted from the old ; and it was continued during that!
gigantic struggle between the principles of the French
revolution and its armed opponents in Europe.
The so much to he desired revision of the existing

system of international law must not be founded on
those antiquated theories of the right divine of kings,
which consider the social contract as aLeonidu* partnership,in which the people have duties which they
owe to their sovereigns, but no rights except such as
are spontaneously conceded to them by the good
pleasure of their hereditary rulers. It requires an

impartial history of the gradual development of those
fundamental principles which constitute the basis of
the international law received among the civilized
and Christian nations of the earth. Such a history
is that contained in the work of Mr. Wheaton now
before us, and which is such as might be expected
from die englightened author of the Elements of In-
ternatimuil I.uw, published in 1B3G.

After a short introduction, containing a sketch of
the progress of the law of nations in Europe previous
to the peace of Westphalia, the author divides the
history of its nroprcss sinr.« thnt nipmnrahio

into four distinct periods. 1st, from the peace of
Westphalia, ll>19, to that of Utrecht ; 24, from tiio
peace of Utrecht, 1713, to that of Paris and Huberts-
burg, 17U3 ; 3d, from the peace of 17(i3 to the French
revolution, 1789 ; and 4th, from the first French rc-
volution to the Congress of Vienna, 1815. He does
not even stop at this last epoch, but passes in review
the subsequent measures of the Holy Alliance, and
the various interventions of the five great European
powers in the internal affairs of the minor stales
down to the French, Polish and llelgic revolutions of
1830, and the formation of the separate quadruple al- jliance for regulating the ufl'airs of the Peninsula in
1834. i

The introduction to Mr. W.'s work shows us how
imperfect were the notions entertained by the nations
of classic antiquity.the Greeks and Romans.re-
spccting international justice. It conducts us through
the midnight darkness of the Middle Age, and ex-

plains the influence of the Roman law, (which sur-!
vived the destruction of the Roman empire,) and of
the writings of the Spanish casuists, in forming the
primary elements of the modern international code
of Europe, which were afterwards elaborated into a

complete system by G rotius. T he author dwells with 1
fond enthusiasm, on the noble character of this illustriousman,whose labors workedthe most salutary change
in the practical intercourse of the nations in favor of
humanity and justice. Speaking of the public julistsformed in the school of Grotius, Mr. W. quotes
the words of his own celebrated countryman, Patrick
Henry, and asserts that it would be difficult to name

any class of writers who, whatever may be their
faults considered as scientific expositors, have con-1
tributed so much to promote the progress of civiliza-
tioii as "these illustuous authors.the friends of hu-
man nature.these kind instructors of human errors

and frailties.these benevolent spirits, who held up
the torch of science to a benighted world.''*
We must here be excused for reverting to the originalsource of international law. Itobiiously derivesits origin from the fact that as the social relationsbetween two individuals, not under civil sul>jeetionthe one to the other, give rise to rules of juslicefor regulating those relations, which are conformableto the general opinion of mankind, and constituteprivate law independent of positive institutions

(est outem jus a justitia appellatum, says L'lpian,) so the
mutual relations between two or more independent
nati us must be regulated,and the controversies which
arise between lh< m must be determined by similar
rules of justice, the existence of which arc generally

'

recognized by opinion as tunning the customary law 1

of nations. But the social relations which subsist d
between the different nations of the ancient world,

'

(jirrik and barbarian, were far from licit.g of that in-
timate nature which could give i ise to a public law
of universal obligation such as that which subsists
among the modern nations of Christendom. The
conventional law prevailing between the (Jrccian
states had no better sanction than the notorious grctca
fnUs; whilst imperial Rome, though she recognized
the jus gentium as foreign law to be applied to the
civil transactions between foreigners, was proudly
ignorant of any law of nations in the modern sense

of the term, by which even enemies arc admitted to

have rights, and I < vanquished may appeal to the
sense of justice of his conquerot. The Roman jus
feciale was cunningly moulded into a practical instrumentto woik out the ends which the chameleon
eharaclci of the Roman Irgntus, by turns ambassador,
civil and military officer, or spy.was delegated to

accomplish among the nations thrj sought to make
their prey. Their jusfrriulr inay, indeed, sometimes
he found to contain a formal recognition of those

principles which were practically disregarded by the
Romans in their conduct* to other nations, but wc

must sc k in the works of modern jurists for a better
exposition of these principles than can lie found

in tl.o-c of the Roman lawyers. The milder light of
Christianity, by which wc arc taught to consider all
men as brethren and equals, lirst explored the way
to the establishment of a tone of international law
founded on morality and equal justice, and sanctioned
by thai peculiar sjstcm ot manners, institutions, and

opinions, which is common to the civilized nations
of Kurcpc, and tin ir descendants in the new world
The learned author of the w ork before us, proceed-

to explain liowjhe principles- of European interna-
tion.il law have been gradually developed since the

peace, of Westphalia After a lew intioductory re

marks upon the influence of this important transaction,
considered as the corner-stone of European public law,

'

as it stood until the edifice was violently overthrown
by the French revolution, and again reconstructed by (

the Congress of Vienna in 1813.he. reviews the series J

of wars and negotiations which followed the peaer '

of Westphalia. These wars were mainly excited by
tlio rCSllt'sm iiniDlllOn ol I..OUIS M», wiiu mhijjiu iii

restore the family of the Stuarts to the British throne,
iikI to |d:»rr Ins own grandson on that of Spain and (
tin Indie*. Tin- siirrr -ivc treaties of prate at Aix
11 C'hapclle, 1IViniigncn, lf.18, and llysvick,
1(197, were but so innny suspensions of hostilities,
whilst tlir original ruiists of war still remained unit

moved During the- minority of Funis XIV, under
the, administration ot Cardinal Mazarin, tlir French
Cabinet had adopted the policy and principle of noninterventionin the internal affair* of F.ngland then

Patrick Henry's speech on the Priti-li Debts..
Iftrf'l l.'fr

* T"

1, '.'i
distracted and weakened by the civil war*. The
French ambassador, in his address to tlie Republican
Parliament, laid down the maxim, that the relations
of amity and commerce between different States fad
mi necessary connexion with the forms of their respectivegovernment* This reasonable maxim was
reversed a few yeirs subsequently, when the politiical interests of Louis XIV induced him t<> suppurt I
the claim of the exiled house of Stuart to the British
throne founded on the principle of divine right, or

what lias been since called legitimacy. The Englishrevolution of IG38 bad raised to that throne hi*
irreconeiieablo eneiny, William of Orange, who put
himself at the head of the grand alliance against
France The practice of Louis XIV was in direct
contradiction to the wise and benevolent principles
laid down by the virtuous Fenelon, in his instructions
to his royal pupil, the Duke of Burgundy, on the dutiesof a King. The rssult was the war of the Spanishsuccession, which placed a Bourbon dynasty on

the throne of Spain at an immense expense of blood
and treasure, but lost France the opportunity of extendingher frontiers to the Rhine. Louis XIV thus
sacrificed the interests of his country to those of Ins
family, as has been shown by M. Mh.net in bis prefaceto the -ecent edition of documculs relating to
the Spanish succession, and his successors were left
lo expiate a policy as weak as it was wicked. (1)
Having thus traced the political history of this periodin connexion with the alternate application of

the opposite principles of intervention and non-intervention,Mr. W. proceeds to sketch the portraits of
the public jurists who succeeded Grotius, such as

PulTcudorf, Leibnitz, Spinosa, Selden, arid the other |
professors of the science of natural jurisprudence,&c.
Protestant Germany was the field where this science
was cultivated with the most success. Hut " in
this intellectual land," as our author very justly observes," more than in any other country^ scientific
and active life then stood, as they now stand, detachedfrom each other like two separate worlds." The
consequence was, tha the speculations of these policialphilosophers could he of very little practical useinlaying the foundations of a positive law of nations.
This could only spring up from the usage of nations,
and the precedents created by diplomatic transactions
systematized by more practical writers. Mr. W.
therefore passes rapidly over the sterile and unprofitablecontroversies among the German public jurists
respecting the obligation, or binding force of internationallaw, its nature and cause', and proceeds to a

more minute examination of the principles of the
maritime law of nations, which were constantly
brought in question during the wars and negotiations
of the latter part of the 17th and the beginning of
the 18th centuries.

For this purpose he goes back to the middle age,
when the practices of maritime warfare may be said
to be identified with piracy, which was regulated by
the celebrated Consulate del Mare. This work is
shown by Mr. W. to have been not a positive code,
but a mere collection of the usages recognized in
practice by the maritime Slates of the Mediterraneanduring the 14th century. According to this compilation,everything belonging to an enemy, and
wherever found, was considered as lawful booty. I
According to this principle, the goods of an enemy I
taken on hoard the shins of a triend were confiscated I
as prize of war, whilst the goods of a friend taken in
Lite ships of an enemy were restored to the proprietor.Such continued, long afterwards, to be the commonmaritime law of nations, except so far as occasionallymodified by special convention. When and
how the belligerent right of search came to be establishedas a means for giving effect to the right of
capturing enemy's property in the ships of a friend
does not clearly appear. The Consululo is silent on

the subject; but it would seem to have been somehowor other connected with such claims as that of
the Briti-h crown to the sovereignty of the neighboringseas, which was never acknowledged by France,
and gave rise to frequent and bloody wars between
Great Britain and Holland, both under the English
commonwealth and under the Stuart Kings. The
same means was also applied to prevent the earning
of contraband to an enemy, and to enforce the
blockade o! his ports as against neutral eomnierre.

What commodities were to be considered as contrabandbecame, d iring this period, the subject ol frequentand tierce controversy, especially between
England and the Baltic powers, the former insisting
on including in the list of contraband, naval stores,
corn, and provisions, whilst the latter sought to restrictit to munitions of war actually wrought into
the shape of military weapons.
The conventional law of nations, as arising from

Ireaties, on the other hand, constantly tended to limitthese extreme right* of war, ami to establish the
"ulc that free ships make free goods ; that the li-t of
contraband should he restricted to military weapons,
ind that the declarations of blockade should be a

:oinpanicdby an actual investment, so as to render
it dangerous to enter the blockaded port. The maximof free ships, free goods, generally coupled w ith the
correlative maxim of enemy shifts, enemy goods, was

recognised in an almost perpetual succession of treaties,from the treaty of the Pyrenees between Franco
and Spain in 1G59, to that of Utrecht, 1712. The
practice of the Courts of Admiralty, and the prize
ordinances of almost every maritime State, were, duringthe same period, founded on the opposite maximsof the Consulnlo del Mure.

This first period of the author's historical deductionsis closed by an examination of the pretension ot
(ireat Britain to a right of sovereignty over the lour
seas which surround her islands, and of Denmark to

that of Die Sound and the Baltic, under which last
claim a tribute still continues to l>e levied by the DanishGovernment on foreign navigation passing in
and out of the Baltic sea. Those w ho seek for accurateinformation on these important subie, ts will be

amply gratified hy the, fullne** ami precision of the
details contained in this part of Mr. W.'s work.

(1 ) See themlilitumnelle* to Mr. W'h i>ook, note \

( To hr continued )
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DEMOCRATIC NOMINATIONS.

The Democratic conferee*, from the first, third,
and fourth Congressional Districts of Pennsylvania,
icslcrday made the following nominations :

First District.
Thomas McCnIley was nominated on the first vole,

which was as follows
Thomas McCully ....33
I'homas It- Florence - - -.7

40
Third District.

John T Smith was nominated on the fust trial.
I'hc vote stood as follows
lohn T. Pin it h ....30
Varies Rrown - . .- f»
lames Goodman - . - .4
Janicl K. Miller - -,'J

Forum District.
Charles J. Ingcisoll was nominated on the first Ire

il. The vote stood :

Charles .1. Ingcrsoll ....4"»
3ol. J. Sidney Jones - - - .'I

In the Second Distnct Joseph (.' Neal was nomi*
natod some days ago. These four district* are composedwithin the City and County of Philadelphia.

Mm hank s in Conbrkss..Three of the members
of Congress from Tennessee, recently elected, are

mechanics, viz Andrew Johnson, (tailor;) I \V.

Hlaekweli, (copper smith;) and Geo. \V. Jones,

(saddler.) Tho». Smith, elected from the I.awrenre

burg disti ict of Indiana, is a tanner, and Thomas J.

Henly and Robert Dale Owen, farmers


